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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


THE PHARISEES. 


Intrropuerion.—The object of this Disserta- 
tion is to furnish an auihentic and pretty full 
account of the ancient Pharisees; particularly 
of their condition, their religion aad character 
in the time of our Savieur. Of these points 
eyery christian ought to have a clear notion, 
thai he may readily distinguish the general 
qualifies and appearance of that false piety 
which our Lord so severely condemned, and 
against the professors of which he uttered all 
his most fearful denunciations. It may be well 
to apprize the reader, that it was doubtless the 
general character of their religion, taken as a 
whole, and not every part of it, that drew upon 
it the strong censure of Christ; and that some 
of its particulars, if considered alone, will be 
found worthy of unqualified commendation. 

The authorities from which this Sketch is 
drawn, may be ranked in two classes: the an- 
cient, or rather the original, and the modern. 
Of the former class there are only the New 
Testament, the books of Maccabees, and the 
works of Josephus. Whatever statements are 
taken from any of these sources, concerning 
our subject, are to be received with implicit 
confidence; unless we ought to make alittle al- 
lowance for some natural partiality in Josephus, 
who was himself a professed, though very mod- 
erate, Pharisee. He was brought up in Judea, 
and being a man of distinction and learning, 
was intimately acquainted with all the concerns 
of the Jews; and as he wrote his works be- 
tween A. D. 70 and A. D. 100, his observa- 
tions apply to about the same period we have 
fixed upon for our account. There are also 
three other Jewish works extant, of that age, 
those of Philo Judweus, who wrote at Alexan- 
dria in Egypt, only a few years after Christ’s 
erucifixion; and the Targum of Onkelos, and 
the Fareum of Jonathan, composed by two 
eminent Pharisees about the time of our Sav- 
iour’s birth, and consisting of translations or 
paraphrases of some parts of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment. But it seems that none of these three 
works throw much light upon our subject, as 
they are never referred to, for that purpose, by 
modern critics, except on one or two points. 

Holding a place between the original and 
‘modern authorities, are the Talmud of Jerusa- 
lem, and the Talmud of Babylon, which ap- 
‘pear to contain some valuable materials for 
cur Sketch, both being compiled by distin- 
guished Pharisees, and consisting of the oral 
traditions of their sect. But as they were not 
composed, the former till A. D. 200, nor the 
Jatter (which is chiefly referred to) till between 
A.D. 400 and A. D. 700, their authority is 
strictly applicable only to an age when the sen- 
timents of the Jews had, on certain points, va- 
ried a little from what they were at the chris- 
tianera. These works! have never examined; 
and for the information they afford on our sub- 
ject, T am indebted to modern writers. 
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whose remarks upon them must, however, be re- 
ceived with more caution than confidence. 

The modern authors, of whose statements I 
have availed myself in all the less important 
circumstances of the Pharisees, are Le Clerk, 
Basnage, Prideaux and Mosheim;* men whose 
learning was vast, whose acqnaintance with the 
subject was thorough, and who could have no 
motive to misrepresent the subjects in general 
embraced in this Dissertation. 


Jewish Sects, &c.—In our Saviour’s time, the 
professors of religion among the Jews were di- 
vided into three Sects, the Pharisees, Saddu- 
cees and Essens, as appears from Josephus.— 
As to the Herodians, mentioned in the New- 
Testament, they were probably a faction rath- 
er than a sect. Some of the early christian 
fathers speak of another religious body among 
the Jews, called Hemerobaptist; but if such an 
order really existed, it must have been small 
and very obscure. 

Of the three principal divisions, the Phari- 
sees were by far the most numerous, embrac- 
ing many out of all ranks of people, from the 
highest to the lowest. To them belonged many 
of the priests, most of the Jewish rulers, and 
nearly all the learned, such as the scribes or 
lawyers and doctors of the law., And as they 
united much energy with a stubborn persever- 
ance, they exerted a power that was propor- 
tionally greater than even their numbers. The 
Sadducees at the same time made a respecta- 
ble part of the nation; but as they were chiefly 
men of quality and wealth, who aimed to lead 
an easy and indolent life, their habits of inac- 
tivity left them but a very small share of real 
and permanent influence. ITleast of all the 
sects, in point of numbers, were the Essens, 
amounting, as both Philo and Josephus assert, 
to no more than about 4000 in Judea; and as 
they were a sort of monks, (to anticipate that 
term) we naturally suppose that they came 
from the lower classes of people. Certain it 
is, that they scarcely intermeddled with public 
affairs, nor held much connexion with the rest 
of society, A respectable modern writer,j how- 
ever, represents them as having had some _pat- 
rons among the wealthy and popular ranks. It 


is remarkable that they are not mentioned, nor’ 


so far as we can judge, alluded to, in all the 
New Testament: a fact that has been account- 
ed for by the circumstance of their dwelling 
mostly, in deserts, seldom appearing in cities, 
and never, perhaps, coming in contact with 
our Saviour or his disciples. 

Such were the principal sects among the 
professors of religion, But we must not over- 
look a most important distinction which ran 
through the whole mass of the community, and 
divided the people at large into two two classes: 
viz. those who were accounted truly religious, 
on the one hand, and those on the other, who 
were pronounced sinners. Among the latter 


* J, Clerici His. Eccl. ducrum primorum Seculorum, &e. Prulegom, | 


We Sect.i, cap. 1 & 2, Basnage’s Hist. of the Jews, Prideaux’s Connexion. 


should, in this place, observe that a few occa- | Mosheim’s Bect. Hist. Cent. i. Part i, ch. 2, and his Comment, on the Al- 


sional notices concerning the Pharisces are 
found in some of the early christian Vathers ; 


fairs of the Christians, &e. Vidal’s Translation, Introd. ch, 2. 


{, Stracss, inv bis Welon’s Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 


class were reckoned the publicans in general, 
who were mostly Jews, employed by the Ro- 
mans in gathering the taxes and customs.— 
With these were added the whole multitude of 
careless, light, irreverent persons, who, to- 
gether with such others as from various causes 
pay little or no attention to religious concerns, go 
to make up a large proportion of every com- 
munity. It ‘is remarkable that, however 
thoughtless, they were still inclined to indulge 
a secret veneration for the Pharisees, whose 
austerity and solemn pretensions to exclusive 
piety engaged their attention, and whose spiri- 
tual pride and superciliousness overawed 
them.* 

Origin of the Pharisces.—The rise, or sepa- 
ration, of the Pharisees as a distinct sect, was 
at some period between the last of the Old 
Testament prophets, and the age of the Macca- 
bees, or the year 168 before Christ; at which 
date we meet with the earliest express notice 
of them, and are at the same time informed, 
that they were then a powerful body.t The 
professed ground of their separation appears to 
have been a scrupulous devotion which they 
paid to certain oral traditions, handed down 
from those who, on the return from the Baby- 
lonish captivity, re-established the temple-wor- 
ship at Jerusalem. At the date mentioned a- 
bove, they were called Assidians, which was 
probably their first appellation; and as it sig- 
nified simply The Pious, we discover in this 
circumstance that they had originally advanced 
the same pretensions to peculiar sancity, which 
characterized them at a later period. Some 
time before the christian era, this name grew 
into disuse, and they received that of Pharisees, 
by which they are uniformly called in the New 
Testament, and in the writings of Josephus.— 
The word signified Separatists. 


Their Doctrine.—Confining our remarks in 
future to their principles and manners, such as 
they were in our Saviour’s time, we shall be- 
gin with their views of Deity. 

I. It is agreed on all hands that they not on- 
ly regarded with abhorrence the polytheism 
and idolatry of the heathen, but also believed 
in one God, of an undivided and eternal nature, 
who is an invisible spirit, all-wise, all-powerful, 
all-just, all-good, and possessed of every per- 
fection. So, at least, the Jews of all kinds ex- 
pressed themselves, as is evident from the Jan- 
gnage of the scriptures and the general re- 
marks of Josephus; though we shall see that 
the Pharisees in particular, attributed such 
conduct to God as is consistent only with arbi- 
trary cruelty and human partiality. Like the 
rest of the Jews they believed that all things 
were created by God, preserved and directed 


* Josephus says (Antiqnities, B. xiii, ch. x. 5, 6, and B. xvii. ch. ii. 4, 
and B. xviii. ch. i. 3, 4,) that the Pharisees have a great power over (the 
multitude, engage them on their own side, and make them follow their 
directions.about politics and religion; while the Sadducees are obliged to 
yield to their advice, in order to retain the popular fayor. The supersil- 
iousness by which the Pharisees commanded such an influence, is mani- 
fest from the accounis in the Gospels. 

{ Compare 1 Maccabees ii, 42, vii. 15, and 2 Mace. xiv. 6, where they 
are called Assideans, with Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. ch. vy. 9, and ch. x. 5, 
6, and ch. xv. 2, where the same people are called Pharisees, 
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by his providence, and that under his govern- | 
ment all intelligent beings must be rewarded for 
obedience and punished for transgression. ‘To 
the worship of God they not only appeared to 
pay special regard, but they laid an almost ex- 
clusive claim to the credit of a pure devotion. 
And accordingly, ‘‘they made men believe,” 
says Josephus, “that they were highly favored 
of God.” 

Ul, They held the existence of angels and 
perhaps of other spiritual beings in the invisi- 
ble world; (see Acts xxii. 8,) to whom how- 
ever they paid no adoration. 

Iti, They regarded all the scriptures of the 
Old Testament as dictated by the inspiration 
¢ God, and as containing divine rules for se- 

uring happiness and salvation; and they relig- 


iously held that whatever principles were there | 


laid down, whatever duties were there incul- 
cated, should be received with reverence and 
implicitly observed. Mosheim however as- 
serts that in their opinion every part of the sa- 
cred Volume had a two-fold meaning, a spiri- 
tual or mysterious, as well as the literal and 


obvious; and to this double interpretation of 


their’s he frequently alludes, as a well-known 
fact. Basnage says, that the Targums of On- 
kelos and Jonathan abound in figurative expli- 
cations of the scripture; and Josephus certain- 
ly represented the books of Moses as having 
both an enigmatical and a plain historical 
sense.* The Talmuds afford plenary proof that 
the Pharisees, at a later period carried their 
mystical explanations to the most extravagant 
lengths. Admitting, then, that the mode of 
doubte interpretation prevailed among them in 
our Saviour’s day, as the examples of the Tar- 
gums and Josephus appear to shew, we may 
remark that this visionary rule gave their fancy, 
of course, unbounded scope in deducing from 
the scriptures whatever their imagination sug- 
gested. To this we must add that they cer- 
tainly held, besides the written law, a great 
many oral traditions, and accounted them sa- 
cred. “The Pharisees,” saysJ«sephus, “have 
delivered to the people a great-many things as 
obligatory, which they received from their 
fathers, but which are not written in the law of 
Moses, and which the Sadducees therefore re- 
ject.”” (Antiq. B. xiii. ch. x. 6.) . And our Sav- 
viour accused them of “transgressing the com- 
mandment of God by their tradition.” “Why,” 
said they to him, ‘do thy disciples transgress 
the tradition of the elders?” (Mat. xv. 2,3, &e.) 
St. Paul also represents himself to have been 
while a Pharisee, “zealous of the tradition 
of the fathers.” (Gal. i. 14.) It may be well 
to remark that their religious observance of 
these traditions, was one particular that distin- 
guished the Pharisees from the Essens as well 
as from the Sadducees. They remained un- 
written, and were transmitted orally from gen- 
eration to generation, till about A. D. 200, 
when they were committed to writing in the 
Talmud of Jerusalem; and as they would nat- 
urally merease in number, a larger collection 
of them was made ata later period, and ac- 
companied with Commentaries, in that huge 
work, the Talmud of Babylon, in twelve folio 
volumes. 

iV. itis manifest from the New Testament, 
tat the Pharisees, as well as other Jews, ex- 
pected the appearance ofa Messiah, who should 
restore their pation to independence, reign 
over thein in worldly glory and prosperity, and 


* End of Josephus? Preface to his Au'iv. 
Jobu i. 19, 20.—x. 24,—sii. 8.— Acts i. 6. 


j Mat. i. 4.—xx. 9,——axvil. 63. Luke xxiv. 21. 


confirm the practice of true religion. 

there can be no doubt that the Pharisees in 

particular, flattered themselves that when Christ 

should come, they would be received and ac- 

knowledged as his favorites. Marcus. 
(Yo be Continued.) 
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ARMINIANISM AND CALVINISM EQUALLY PARTIAL, 


Messrs. Editors,—I took notice of an ac- 
count, in the public paper, lately, of an aged 
woman, over ninety, who died an eminent 
christian, in the town of Ipswich. She was 
said to be converted at about the age of eighty 
years. And.ever after, retained her faculties, 
ia a remarkable manner; and was much engag- 
jed in religious exercises, and very joyful in 
christian hope. The writer of the account, 
spake of her, as not being a christian, till about 
four-score years of age. I mentioned her 
case to one of her friends, who considered her 
always to have been a christian like woman, 
but whom God favored with remarkable mani- 
festations of his love and grace in her declin- 
ing years, so that she was induced to join the 
church, when abou\ eighty, and ever after was 
joyful in the Lord. | She professed to be a be- 
liever in endless misery. The writer of the 
account was, probably, a Calvinist. 

While contemplating this account, the fol- 
lowing thoughts occurred. 

What a favor it wasthat this woman lived to 
be eighty years old. For, it seems, if she had 
died before that period, she would bave died 
in her sins, impenitent and unforgiven, and 
sunk down into endless misery. Thousands 
and millions were born after her, and died be- 
fore her, and did not experience such evidence 
and conselation as induced them to join the 
church, and rejoice in hope of glory. Calvin- 
ists will say, that as she was one of the elect, 
she could not die unreconciled, though she had 
lived ungodiy eighty years. But Arminians 
will say, that if she had died before she had 
repented, and obtained the forgiveness of all 
her sins, she would have gone to an eternal 
hell. Hence it depended upon her probation- 
ary state being lengthened out to eighty years, 
that she was converted and eternally saved.— 
God had no decree, nor irresistible grace, 
which prolonged her days, or changed her 
heart. It depended upon her use of her free 
agency, that she was made achristian, and ob- 
tained forgiveness of sins. But according to 
Arminians, had this woman died betore she ob- 
tained an interest in Christ which was at the 
age of eighty years, she must have gone to) 
endless ruin. Who protracted her life? Who 
kept her out of the grave? Who preserved her 
reason? Do we not see the distinguishing | 
mercy of God in lengthening her days, beyond 
the years of thousands, who are supposed to 
die accursed of God, to ever-ending woe? How 
can the Arminian help seeing, that his scheme 
is essentially the same withthe Calvinit? ‘That 
it depends ultimately upon the providence and 
grace of God, that some are saved, while oth- 
ers are lost? Let them no longer oppose the 
doctrine of election and reprobation, as Calvin- 
ists hold it, for they hold the same, though un- 
der a cloak which hides the deformity from 
their own sight. What matter is it, if God 
leaves one of his creatures to fall into a pit of 
ruin, when he could have prevented it, and 
from which he never will rescue him; and his 


And 


According to Calvinists, God will change all 
the elect, even at the last hour of life, should 


they live to be an hundred years old, in sin.— ~ 


They can see no difficulty in making grace 
much more abound, where sin has abounded, 
toward all the elect of God. Whom God loves 
with an everlasting love, not for any worth, or 
worthiness in them, or done by them, he loves 
to the end, however great, and heinous may be 
their transgressions. Though the Calvinist 
will generally, make a garment to cover the 
deformity of his doctrine, by saying men are 
reprobated for their sins, when they were re- 
probated to commit sin; and are generally found 
among the baptized children of believing pa- 
rents, and in moral and religious society; yet 
they find no difficulty in adinitting that God in 
his sovereign grace, can save the vilest sin- 
ner, at the last moment, if he be one of the 
elect, whom God chose in Christ, before the 
foundation of the world. 

Hence, we may see, that Arminian doctrine 
runs into Calvinism, and Calvinism into Uni- 
versalism, when the power and grace, and pro- 
vidence of God, are considered impartial, and 
hatmonious. God does elect some for the 
good of the reprobate. He preserves some to 
old age before he manifests his love and merey, 
for their joy. God does all his pleasure.— 
Blessed be his name, it is his’ pleasure to do 
all the creatures, which he has made, the great- 
est possible good. 


Nors.—The friend to the aged woman, who 
observed that she ever had been a christian- 
like person, was a firm believer in God’s Uni- 
versal Grace. But the writer of her obituary, 
was disposed to think that she was an old sin- 
ner, whom God in great mercy, plucked as a 
brand out of the burning. If God could, con- 
sistently with his Justice, be gracious to suck 
an aged sinner, why could he not glorify his 
grace in saving all, that died younger then 
she ? Syne es 
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ROCHINGHAM ASSOCIATION, 


The Rockingham Association assembled at 
the house of Br. Joseph R. Hunt, in Eaton, 
N. H. on Tuesday evening, August 21st, 
1827) 

Introduced the Session with Prayer by Br. 
Thomas Whittemore. 

Chose Br. Hoswa Battovu, Moderator. 

Br. Ecteuater Oss, Jr, Clerk. 

The principal business which came before 
the Council was a proposition from the New- 
Hampshire Association of Uviversalists to 
unite the two Associations, thus leaving but one 
in the State of New-Hampshire; and also the 
report of a committee appointed at the last ses- 
sion of the Rockingham Asssociation to drait a 
Constitution for its government. A great part 
of the time spent in Council, wes devoted to 
the consideration of these two particulars, 

Of the clergy and brethren present who re- 
side in that portion of the country where the 
Rockingham Association holds its annual ses~ 
sions, there was an undivided epinion that the 
state of our common cause in that region de- 
manded the separate existence of that Associa- 
tion. A request had been urgently made for 
its adjournment to Kingston in Rockingham 
county ; and under these circumstances the 
Council did not feel itself justified in uniting the 


plunging his creatures imto the same, with a 


jdetermination that he should perish forever? 


Rockingham with the New Hampshire Associa- 
tion. ‘The members of the Council were all 
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‘persuaded, that our Associations have had a) 
“great effect in spreading the doctrine in sup- 
‘port of which: we were mutually engaged,— 
~With respect to the Constitution reported by 
the committee appointed for the purpose it was 
resolved— 

That asthe greater part of the ministers pre- 
sent were not residents in New-Hampshire, it 
“was inexpedient to act upon the subject. 

The Rockingham Association was adjourned 
to meet in Kingston, N. H. on the fourth Wed- 


nesday and following Thursday in August, 
1828. 
Order of Religious Services. 
WEDNESDAY. 
1st Service.—Introductory Prayer—Br. Ho- 


"sea Ballou. 


Sermon—Br. T. G. Farnsworth.—Rom. i. 
14—16, ‘Lam debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the un- 
wise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.— 
For Lam not ashamed of the gospel of Chrisi: for 
it is the power of God unlo salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also the Greck.” 

Concluding Prayer—Br. Josiah Gilman. 

2d Service.—Introductory Prayer—Br. E. 
Case, Jr. 

Sermon—Br. H. Ballou—Isa. Ixiii. Ist of 
7, “EF will mention the loving kindnesses of the 
Lord.” - 

Concluding Prayer—Br. Henry Hawkins. 

3d Service.—Introductory Prayer-Br. T. G, 
Farnsworth. ie 

Sermon—Br. Thomas Whittemore.—Heb. x. 
23, “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering; (for he is faithful that pro- 
mised. )”? 

Concluding Prayer—Br. H. Ballou. 

THURSDAY. 

ist Service.—Introductory Prayer—Br. H. 
Hawkins. 

Sermon—Br. T. Whittemore.—Acts viil. last 
of 30, ‘‘Undenstandest thou, what thow readest?” 

Concluding Prayer—Br. E, Case, Jr. 

Qd Service.—Introductory Prayer—Br. T.G. 
Farnsworth. 

Sermon—Bry, TH. Ballou.—Ezek. xlvu. last of 
9, “And every thing shall live whither the rwer 


@ cometh.” 


Concluding Prayer—Br. T, Whittemore. 


rece 
CIRCULAR. 


Pae Rockingham Association of Universal- 
ists to all whom this epistle concerns: 
Brersren—Under the benignant smiles of 
our constant and unchanging Benefactor, we 
have been permitted to hold another annual 
Session. Assembled in the bosom ofa Society 
of recetit origin, composed of intelligent .and 
generous friends of truth, we were surrounded 
by such as were unwearicd in their exertions 
‘to contribute to us happiness, and to our Ja- 
bors Suecess. In our public assemblies to 
whom the word of lite was preached, we had 
the satisfaction of seeing many of our brethren 
of other denominations, who listened with great. 
attention tothe services. We regarded ths as 
an evidence of an inquiring spirit, which is one 
of the most eilectual agents in discovering 
truth, being the moving spring ofall our exer- 
tions for that purpose. We saw also many oc! 
our brethren from neighboring towns whose 
strong desire to hear the truth bad brouglit 
them together, and we were pleased to per- 
ceiye that they ail took the deepest luterest in 


the preached word. The Meeting-house in 
which we assembled was filled, so that it was 
necessary to furnish temporary seats for the ac- 
commodation of many auditors. The audien- 
ces, particularly those part ofthem which came 
in from other towns, were composed, in a great 
measure, of heads of families, a circumstance 
which encouraged us to hope that the labors of 
the session will have an influence on many 
that were not present. 

From the inquiries we made, and the intelli- 
gence we received, we are .convinced that 
there are very few, if any, towns in that vicini- 
ty where there are no believers in the recon- 
ciliation of all things to God. We earnestly 
recommend it to those of our brethren who 
have entered into society relation, to avail 
themselves of every opportunity to hear the 
word of reconciliation preached. We have no 
doubt, if they love the truth, that they are wil- 
ling to exercise their ability to support and 
spread it. If they cannot support, or obtain 
preaching every Sabbath, let them have it as 
often as is possible. Several societies may em- 
ploy one man, if necessary, whose labors 
may be divided among them. If regular 
preachers cannot be obtained, let the society 
meet on the Sabbath for mutual exhortation 
and prayer. Some one may read a printed dis- 
course, or a moral and religious article from a 
periodical publication. Such measures would 
keep a society constantly in profitable action ; 
and the members would then neither forget the 
vocation wherewith they were called, nor the 
duty of walking worthy of it, “with all lowliness 
and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing 
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the spirif in the bond of peace.” 

In those towns where there are a few be- 
lievers, but no society, let one be formed. All 
have their “day of small things.”” When once 
a society is formed, it becomes the point of con- 
centrated effort. Thereby a standard is raised, 
around which will rally the ‘‘believers scatter- 
ed abroad.” It brings into light and action 
the undeveloped resources of a people, gives 
to them a public character and stability, in- 
spires them with confidence and hope of suc- 
cess, and urges them to greater exertion and 
more determinate perseverance. There are 
miny towns perhaps, in which there are be- 
hevers unknown to one another, each one sup- 
posing himself to be solitary, whose heart 
would leap for joy if he but knew there were 
those not far distant, with whom he could held 
fellowship in the interesting concerns of relig- 


ion. ‘Those who posses the truth in their 
hearts, are the light of the world. They should 
be like a city set on an hill. Men do not 


‘“Jight a caudle and put it under a bushel.” 
fie would be supposed to want common sense, 
who did so, They put it ‘‘on a candlestick, 
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house, 
Let your light,” says the Saviour, ‘‘so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glory your Father which is in heaven.” 
Gur public laborers in the cause of Christ, 
have évery encouragement to renewed exer- 
tion. Ifthey would embrace every opportuni- 
ty to travel among destitute aud newly formed 
societies, taking with them books and pamphlets, 
which the people in many places aré eager to 
purchase much good would result. By adopt- 
ing a plain.and simple method of preaching, 
endeavoring to preserve the. simplicity and 
style of illustration which the sacred writers 
employ, and in places where the doctrine of 


God’s Universal Grace is not understood, 


an argumentative manner, we shall give a new 
impulse to the progress of the truth. ‘The at- 
tention of such as are preparing for the minis- 
try, is particularly drawn to these points. Let 
the Scriptures of divine truth be your main stu- 
dy, and use every auxiliary which you can ob- 
tain whereby to improve your minds, and bring 
you to a right understanding of the word of 
God. 

Is any excitement to action needed?) Exam- 
ine the state of society. On the one hand we 
see our fellow men panting after the assurance 
of immortality. On the other, we see such as 
are in a far worse condition; who believe, it is 
true, in the doctrine ofa future life, but to 
whom, on account of their views of God’s char- 
ter, and of the destiny to which they thinkyhe 
has ordained. his creatures, this belief in fe 
future existence is a source of constant inquie- * 
tude and insufferable agony God has put into 
our hands, brethren, the ability to relieve both 
these classes.. Christianity, stripped of its cor- 
ruptions, assures us of the existence of a future 
state of immortality and incorruption, a resur- 
rection into which it promises to all that bear 
the image of the earthy. How loud a call is 
made to us, to be vigilant in the work we have 
undertaken. Our Master calls; our suffering 
fellow men eall; the benevolence of our own 
hearts calls to the performance of this duty.— 
The exertions of such as oppose what we be- 
lieve to be truth, admonish us to be faithful.— 
Let us then contend earnestly for “the faith 
once delivered to the saints.” And while we 
have this ministry, may we faint not; may we 
walk in the path of the just, and prove by our 
conduct as well as by our doctrines, that we are 
the disciples of the great Teacher, in whom, at 
last, all shall be made alive. 

By order, 
Tuomas WHITTEMORE.. 


From the (Wilmington, N. C.) Liberalist. 


PROGRESS OF UNIVERSALISM IN S, CAROLINA, 


In our last communication on this subject, we 
brought into view, some particulars with which 
we had become acquainted, and having no doubt 
but every information on this tmportant subject 
will be interesting to our readers, we offer 
them, without apology, the futber intelligence we 
have been able to collect. It seems that some- 
time subsequent to the settlement of this part 
of the country, a body of German emigrants 
sat down in Fairfield District, adjoining New- 
berry. These settlers were of the sect of 
Christians called Tunkers or Dunkers, and 
formed themselves into a church of that order. 
Of the particular concerns of its society, in the 
early pait of its being, we know nothing. But 
about the year 1790, their Pastor, Mr. D’d 
Martin, of German extract, was led, from a pe- 
rusal of the works of Law, to doubt the validity 
of the doctrine of endiess punishment. Like an 
honest man, he immediately desisted from 
preaching, and set himself to examine the sub- 
ject fairly and candidly; determined to teach 
no doctrine, unless satisfied of its truth, After 
having given the subject a thorough investiga- 
tion, he at length came out openly in the belief 
of the final salvation of all men, and commenc- 
ed preaching the doctrine. He continued his 
jabors with good effect for about Seven years, 
and died aged seventy. He is represented as 
having bees a man of great strength of mind, a 
good preacher and of irreproachable .char- 
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the same church with Mr. Martin, and soon 
copied his example in renouncing error, em- 
bracing truth. He soon entered on the work 
of the ministry, and associated with Mr. Mar- 
tin in proclaiming the impartial grace and 
boundless goodness of God, in the final salva- 
tion of allinen. Mr. Chapman lived, preached 
until 1819, and died on the 14th April of that 
year, at about 75 years of age. The labors of 
this gentleman were great and extensive—they 
spread over the Districts of Newberry, Fair- 
field, Edgefield, Union, Laurens, and frequent- 
ly into the Western and North Western parts 
of North Carolina, Mr. Chapman is said to 

ve been a man of great strength of intellect, 
iss discernment, deep penetration, and sound 
judgment. Added to these qualifications were 
those of a pleasing deportment, conciliating 
manners, strong and shrewd argumentative 
powers, and persuasive eloquence, and above 
all, a character umblemished, and of which, 
even his opponents, never presumed to speak 
disrespectfully. Such by common report and 
consent, was the character of Rev. Giles Chap- 
man, the second preachet of our order in South 
Carolina, and by whose valuable labors and in- 
defatigable perseverance under divine Provi- 
dence, the seeds of truth have been scattered 
far and wide, and are yielding a pleasant har- 
yest of good. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
neither Mr. Chapman or any of his brethren, 
had any knowledge of the existence of any 
Universalists in the United States, but them- 
selves. Nor did he become acquainted with 
the fact, until while on his death-bed, a friend 
procured and read to him ‘“Ballou’s Treatise 
on Atonement.”? And so powerful was the ef 
fect produced on his feelings, said the gentle- 
man who read to him, and who is my infor- 
mant, that it secmed to allay his bodily pain, 
though his sufferings were extreme, and to fill 
his soul with an extacy of delight. Both Rev. 
Messrs Martin and Chapman were of the faith 
of Winchester. 

In the year 1797, Mr. Elijah Lynch of New- 
berry District, united himself with the Dunker 
Society. In 1805, he commenced preaching as 
an Universalist, and an associate with Mir. 
Chapman. The labors of Br. Lynch though 
faithful and approved, have not been as exten- 
sive as those of his predecessors, He preaches 
to a good and respectable audience, once a 
month, in a meeting-house about three miles 
trom Newberry C. H. and at other places, as 
occasion may require. 

We would not have our readers to under- 
stand, that the before-mentioned preachers were 
disowned by the church for their doctrine.— 
The two former continued their labors until the 
members of the Church in general, came in 
with their views. So that when Mr. Lynch 
joined the body, he joined it as a Universalist, 
he was the last member that was received with 
the ceremonies of the Dunkers, and the Church 
became and still continues Universalist. At 
present, we are informed, there is a gentleman 
formerly a Baptist preacher in Pendleton Dis- 
trict, who has been recently silenced by his 
brethren, for believing and preaching the sal- 
vation of all men. Krom a beginning, seem- 
ingly so small, in a section of country where it 

~ has been till recently, all but impossible to pro- 
cure a bodk on the subject, it appears aston- 
ishing, that the doctrine should have progres- 
sed as rapidly as it has done. But such is the 
fact, and at present, the facility with which pe- 
riodieal and other publications are obtained, 
their extensive circulation, the avidity with 
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Mr. Giles Chapman was also a member of|which they are read, and the intended increase 


of preachers, must, at no very distant period, 
give the triumph to goodness and truth over the 
partial and cruel doctrines of men, in every 


section of country. 
(To be Continued.) 


the 66th year of theirage! Should the present 
incumbent be continued in office during the 
usual term of eight years, the coincidence will 
be still more remarkable: as he also will com- 
plete his term of service in the 66th year of his 
age.— Pal. 


From the (Buffalo, N.Y.) Gospel Advocate. 


‘HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER,” 


Behold that helpless infant there, 
Dependent on a parent’s care. 
For health, for comfort, and for food; 
Unconcious yet of ill, or good, 
How many wants are manifest 
Before those wants can be exprest; 
How many anxious fears they give, 
Before a.parent’s hopes can live. | 
Long must their watchfu cures extend, 
And days and years in love atieud, 
In sickuess and in health provide, 
And every infant action guide. 
Who can such tenderness repay ? 
Or who their iondest hopes betray? 
Can thankiess children dare to call 
On God, the Parent of us all? 
Oh, when their human strength decays, 
Honor your parent’s latter days, 
So siail your happiness increase, 
They to the grave descend iu peace, 
Ohio. W. A. 
a BQO+- 
THE DEPRTED. 


Ob! sacred star of evening tell 
in what unseen celestial sphere, 
The spirits ofthe perfect dwell, 
Too pure to rest in sadness here: 
Roam they the crystal fields of light, 
O’er paths by feet of angels trod, _ 
Their robes with heavenly splendor bright, 
Their home—the paradise of God? 
Soul of the just! and canst thou soar 
Amidst the raidant orbs sublime, 
When lie’s illusive scene is o’er, 
And ail (he griefs of changeful time? 
And canst thou join the blisful choir, 
Vhro’ heaven’s hig dome the song to raise, 
When seraphs strike the golden lyre 
In ever-during notes of praise? 
Oh! who would heed the chil'ing blast 
That blows o’er liie’s eventful sea, 
It doom’d to hail, its perils past, 
The bright wave of eternity: 
And who the sorrows would not bear 
Of such a fleeting world as this, 
When faith displays, beyond its care, 
So bright an entrance into bliss. 


AMERICAN PRESIDENTS. 


Washington, born Feb 22, 1732, inaugurat- 
ed 1789, term expired 66th year of his age. 

J. Adams, born Oct. 19, 1735, inaugurated 
1797, term expired 66th year of his age. 

Jefferson, born April 2, 1742, inaugurated 
1801, term expired 66th year of his age, 

Madison, bom March 5, 1751, inaugerated 
1809, term expired 66th year of his age. 

Monroe, born April 2, 1759, inaugurated 
1817, term expired 66th year of his age. 

J Q. Adams, born July 11, 1767, inaugurat- 
ed 1824, term expires 66th year of his age, i! 
continued in office the usual period. 

Very few coincidences of a more surprising 
character can be named, than that five succes- 
sive Presidents of the United States, i. e. all 
who have held and retired from this office 
should have completed their term of service in 


MARRIED ‘ 

In Cambridgeport, Mr. Charles Boardman 

to Miss Christiana Reed, 
echo 
DISTRESSING OCCURRENCE. 

DIED, on Saturday, (Aug. 25,) Mr. Hewry Warn- 
wWkiGur, merchant, of this city. The cause and circum- 
stances of his decease are peculiarly affiictive, and cal- 
culated to make a deep impresion of the uncertainty 
of the tenure by which life and all earthly enjoyments 
are held. 

Mr. Wainwright arrived little more than a weak 
since in the Amethyst, from Liverpool, where he had 
made succesful arrangements for resuming the line of 
busmess which for many years be had carried on, with 
great industry and ‘perfect uprightness, and also with 
reasonable success, until by misfortune only he was 
obliged to suspend it. By the aid of friends here and 

| abroad, among whom his amiable temper and manners, 
as well as his spotless character for integrity, and his 
benevolent disposition, had excited uncotamon interest, 
he was enabied to resume his business, under circum- 
stances which promised well for himself and his family. 
The day before his death he had taken a store and 
preparations weie making for the entry of his goods, 
which arrived the day before in the Octavia. Early 
in the forenoon he went to the bathing house on the 
Wesiern Avenue, for the purpose of sea bathing. In 
the afternoon a body was found on the flats in Charles 
River in Cambridge. The body being naked, it was 
immediately supposed that the deceased had been bath- 
ing, and on inquiring at the bath house, the clothes of 
Mr. Wainwright were found hanging on the pins round 
the wall. The melancholy fact thus became certain to 
his friends, and the person of the deceased was also 
recognized at Cambridge. All proper measures had 
been taken under the care of Dr. Thomas Foster, of 
Cambridge, to resussiate the body, but the vital spark 
had been totally extinguished probably some hours be- 
fore the body was discovered. Thus passed from life to 
death, by one of those sudden transitions which can- 
not but shock the firmest minds, a man universally es- 
teemed, a kind and aflectionate head of a family, whe 
in the most tender relations of social life, as well as in 
the walks of the citizen, has approved himslf to haye 
acted under the guidance of a good conscience, a 
warm heart, a sound understanding, and a christian 
spirit. 

Mr. Wainwright had been in the habit of bathing in 
the sea, and was a practical swimmer; the catastrophe 
was probably caused either by the cramp or by a sud- 
den dizziness of the head, most probably the latter, aS, 
he had been subject to that complaint, and particular- 
ly since he landed from his late voyage, which was un- 
usually protracied. 

There are some circumstances attending this melan- 
cholly event, which serve to aggravate those feelings 
of distress which are usually excited by the sudden 
death of near and dear relatives. The deceased had 
but just re-united himself to a beloved and aftectionate 
wife and family after ah absence of several months, 
bringing with hima datighter who is settled in England 
with her three children. Never was there a more joy- 
ous union of friends who had been Jong absent from 
each other! In the midst of these happy scenes which 
such a re-union generally produces, in a family circle 
where there is nothing to interupt mutual loye—the 
central object of all their affections is suddenly snatch- - 
ed from their sight by an awfal am inscrutable Provi- 
dence. ‘In the midst of hfe we are in death??? 

Against such blows as tbis none can be proof but 
those who bow to the unerring wisdom of.God and 
who trust in that immortality which was brought to 
hight by Jesus Christ.— Bost. Gazette. 
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